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120 MINUTES OF SUFFRAGE CONVENTION
and Mrs. Desha Breckinridge, of Lexington; Miss Belle H. Bennett
and Mrs. Mary C. Roark, of Richmond, besides others who are officers
of the Kentucky Equal Rights Association; and we hope to add to
this number from time to time. We look upon the formation of this
bureau, which affords opportunity for our people to hear our cause
discussed by well-known speakers near at hand, as an important factor
in our work.
The Kentucky Equal Rights Association held its annual conven
tion immediately after the National Convention, on October 25th. It
was the unanimous opinion that the National Convention was a mag
nificent success, presenting our cause to our people on a grander and
more impressive scale than we could have done in any other way.
The impetus given by it and the glorious victories in Washington and
California inspired the association with new confidence that the time
is ripe for it to undertake the initial steps toward an Amendment of
the Constitution of Kentucky granting full Suffrage to women; and
the convention voted to go forward on that line with concentrated
effort. It modernized its own constitution by the adoption of an
amendment presented by Miss Clay for a rotation in office, limiting
the time of holding oflice to two years, and no consecutive term in any
office; the amendment being retroactive one year, and increasing the
number of officers from seven to nine, five of whom are to be elected
on the odd years and four on the even years, which are the Legislative
years.
The officers elected for the year remaining of the even-year term
were: Miss Laura Clay, President; Mrs. John B. Castleman, First Vice
President; Mrs. Mary C. Roark, Corresponding Secretary; Mrs. Isa
bella H. Shepard.
Those elected for the odd years or two-year term were: Mrs.
Mary C. Cramer, Second Vice-President; Mrs. N. S. McLaughlin,
Third Vice-President; Mrs. Emma M. Roebuck, Recording Secretary;
Mrs. Lucy A. Nield, Auditor; Mrs. Mary E. Giltner, Member of N. A.
W. S. A. Executive Committee. Mrs. Mary B. Clay and Mrs. Susan
Look Avery were elected Honorary Vice-Presidents for life.
LAURA CLAY,
President.
MRS. MARY C. ROARK,
Corresponding Secretary.
MAINE.
The reports of our officers, departments and local clubs give little
idea of the devotion of the leaders and workers. A large quantity of
literature has been distributed, the press is liberal and for the most
part fair.
We may not report increase in total paid membership, but we
